Typical procedure: 1,1-bis(methylthio)-2-nitroethylene 9 (1.00 g, 6.06 mmol) was added to a solution of N-benzylamino-3-propan-1-ol 8a (1.00 g, 6.06 mmol) and DMAP (0.74 g, 6.06 mmol) in t-butanol (20 mL). The resulting solution was heated to reflux for 24 h under nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction was monitored by TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 97/3). After cooling to room temperature, the solvent was removed in vacuo to afford an oily residue which was purified by flash chromatography on silica gel (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 98/2) to give nitroacetamide 11a (oil, 0.42 g, 28%), a mixture of (Z)-and (E)-isomers in a ratio close to 1/1.
(Z) -N-Benzyl -N-(3-hydroxypropy l ) -2-ni t ro -acetamide (Z)-11a.
1 H NMR(300 MHz, CDCl 3 ): = 1.77 (m, 2 H, CH 2 -CH 2 -CH 2 ), 3.28 (t, J=6.7 Hz, 2 H, N-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 3.62 (m, 2 H, CH 2 -OH), 4.49 (s, 2 H, CH 2 -Ph), 5.27 (s, 2 H, CH 2 -NO 2 ), 7. 17-7.20 (m, 1 H, p-H), 7.24-7.43 (m, 4 H, ar. o-H and m-H) . 13 
(C=O).

(E) -N-Benzy l -N-(3-hydroxypropy l ) -2-ni t ro -acetamide
N-(3-hydroxypropyl ) -2-ni t ro-N-phenethy l -acetamide (11b).
Compound 9b was prepared (oil, 0.42 g, 26 %) from 3-phenethylaminopropan-1-ol 6b (1.08 g, 6.06 mmol). (Z)/(E)conformer ratio close to 1/1 (CDCl 3 ). 
(Z) -N-(3-Hydrox ypropyl ) -2-ni t ro-
N-(3-hydroxypropyl ) -2-ni t ro-N-(3-phenylpropy l )ace tamide (11c).
Compound 9c was obtained as an oil (0.70 g, 41%) from N-(3-phenylpropyl)amino-3-propan-1-ol 6c (1.17 g, 6.06 mmol). The (Z)-and (E) conformers ratio is close to 1/1 in CDCl 3 . 
(Z) -N-(3-Hydrox ypropyl ) -2-ni t ro-N-(3-phenylpropy l )ace tamide (Z) -11c.
(E) -N-(3-Hydrox ypropy l ) -2-ni t ro-N-(3-phenylpropy l )ace tamide (E) -11c.
N-(3-hydroxypropyl ) -2-ni t ro-N-(4-phenylbut yl )ac etamide (11d).
Hydroximino benzofused lactams.
Typical procedure: Nitroacetamide 11a (252.00 mg, 1.00 mmol) was dissolved in triflic acid (5.00 mL, 56.20 mmol) at 2°C under nitrogen (molar ratio triflic acid/ -nitroacetamides 11 close to 56:1). The solution was stirred at 60°C till the end of the reaction (3 h). The reaction was monitored by TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH 95/5). At the end of the reaction, the solution was cool below 0°C and then poured into 50 mL of CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH (90:10) at -60 to -40°C. The resulting solution was let to warm under gentle stirring. When the temperature was close to 0°C, cold brine (10.00 mL) and then anhydrous Na 2 CO 3 (6.00 g) were added. The organic phase was recovered and the aqueous phase was further extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH 90:10 (4 × 20 mL).
The organic phase was dried over MgSO 4 and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The residual oil was separated by column chromatography (CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH, 95/5) to afford 12a (15.00 mg, 6%) then 13 (23.00 mg, 11%) as viscous oils. 
(4E) -4-hydrox yimino-2-(3-hydrox ypropy l ) -1H-i soquinol in -3-one (12a
(5E) -5-hydrox yimino-3-(3-hydrox ypropy l ) -1,2-dihydro-3-benzaz epin -4-one (12b).
Compound 12b (163.00 mg, 66%) was prepared from N-(3-hydroxypropyl)-2-nitro-Nphenethylacetamide 11b (266.00 mg, 1.00 mmol) and isolated as yellow crystal. 
(1E) -1-hydrox yimino-3-(3-hydrox ypropy l ) -5,6-dihydro-4H-3-benzazocin-2-one (12c).
Compound 12c (250.00 mg, 61%) was prepared from N- (3-hydroxypropyl)-2-nitro-N-(3-phenylpropyl) Isoquinolin-2-one derivative.
2-(3-hydroxypropyl ) i soquinol in -3-one (13).
Viscous oil that darkened easily when exposed to the air. 
Trications
Cation 14a.
